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Figure 1. An adult house mouse. Photo: ShutterStock 



 

 

Figure 2. House mice reproduce rapidly and consume a wide variety of 

different foods. Photo: ShutterStock 

Figure 3. House mice eat human food and contaminate food and kitchen 

surfaces with urine and feces. Photo: ShutterStock 

Figure 6. Rodent footprints and tail swish marks. Photo: ShutterStock 

Figure 4. Droppings within the kitchen stove (left). Figure 5. Droppings in 

wall insulation (right). Mice leave droppings where they hide, and where 

they travel. Photos: Susannah Reese, StopPests 



 

 

Figure 7. Mice nesting in insulation (left). Photo: NYS IPM Program.  

Figure 8. A stash of rodenticide pellets (right). Photo: Phil Coles 

Figure 10.  Stove insulation is pulled out for nesting material under a stove. 

This is a common place to find nests, there’s food and warmth. Photo: 

Susannah Reese, StopPests 

Figure 9. Rub marks can tell us where mice travel. They entered this 

apartment through this hole from the wall void.  
Photo: Susannah Reese, StopPests 



 

 

http://www.stoppests.org/what-is-ipm/using-ipm/focus-units/ipm-log/
http://www.stoppests.org/what-is-ipm/using-ipm/focus-units/ipm-log/
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Figure 11. Residents should store their food in airtight containers. Mice 

cannot eat or contaminate this food. Photo: NYS IPM Program 

Figure 12. Cluttered areas can provide harborage for mice and other pests. 

Inspecting for pests is also far more difficult. Photo: ShutterStock 

http://www.stoppests.org/working-with-residents/
http://www.stoppests.org/working-with-residents/
http://www.lung.org
http://www.asthmacommunitynetwork.org
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Figure 13. Sealing exterior and interior gaps provides multiple layers of 

exclusion. Photo: ShutterStock 

Figure 14. Seal around conduits penetrating walls. Fill gaps with rodent-

proof mesh material, then seal with a siliconized acrylic latex or 

polyurethane sealant. Photo: Lynn Ketchum, Oregon State University 

Figure 15. Poorly maintained trash chutes attract pests, providing a 

plentiful food supply and access to all floors of a multistory building.  

Photo: Dawn H. Gouge, University of Arizona 
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Figure 16. The gap around the wire passing through the door frame needs 

to be filled. Photo: Shujuan Li, University of Arizona 
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Figure 18. Light “leaks” around doorways are indicators of “open” doors 

for house mice. Photo: Shujuan Li, University of Arizona 

Figure 19. Exterior mesh on attic vents prevent entry for pests. Photo: 

ShutterStock 

Figure 17. Deny access to wall voids by ensuring collars and escutcheon 

plates fit around pipes and conduits. This shows a perfectly installed 

escutcheon plate around a gas line installed during unit turnover. Photo: 

Susannah Reese, StopPests 
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Figure 21. Waste management is an important component in rodent 

management. Dumpsters should have enough capacity to contain all waste 

and be placed at least 50 feet from buildings. Photo: ShutterStock 

Figure 20. These three trash cans do not have enough capacity for this 

building and garbage containing food scraps will attract rodents close to 

the building. Photo: Susannah Reese, StopPests  

Figure 22. This dumpster is open, and the area around needs to be 

regularly cleared of garbage. Photo: Susannah Reese, StopPests 
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Figure 23. House mouse droppings and urine. Note the unsealed holes 

around the pipe penetrations. Photo: Dawn H. Gouge, University of Arizona 

Figure 24. In locations inaccessible to residents and pets snap traps can be 

placed along a wall where the mice regularly travel. Placing multiple traps is 

the best strategy. Photo: NYS IPM Program 



 

 

Figure 25. This juvenile mouse was caught on a glue board. This helps 

inform us there is a nest nearby, but we must consider what the resident will 

do with a trapped animal in distress. Will they be able to handle the animal 

safely and dispatch the mouse humanely? Photo: Susannah Reese, StopPests 
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Figure 26.  External bait stations must be serviced regularly and removed 

by the pest management technician once they are no longer needed. The 

bait box seen here has not been serviced in a long time. Photo: Susannah 

Reese, StopPests 
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https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9062_1.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/project/pdf/em9062_1.pdf
https://sfenvironment.org/sites/default/files/fliers/files/final_ppbd_guidelines_12-5-12.pdf
https://sfenvironment.org/sites/default/files/fliers/files/final_ppbd_guidelines_12-5-12.pdf

